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implemented 
Reasons for 
choosing the 
implemented 
solution 

(JSDA) voluntarily developed a GHS guidance document for consumer 
cleaning products, such as laundry detergents, laundry bleach, 
dishwashing detergent etc.  Labelling of products in these categories 
according to the JSDA guidance is compliant with GHS, using the GHS 
criteria and appropriate selected hazard Building Blocks. 
The Building Blocks implemented include human health hazard classes 
and communication, i.e. labelling decisions based on the likelihood of 
injury (risk-based labelling) as described in Annex 5 of the GHS official 
text.  The applied health hazard classes and categories are: 
 
Table  Health hazard classes and categories applied 

Hazard class Category 

Acute toxicity - oral 1, 2, 3, 4 
Acute toxicity - dermal 1, 2, 3, 4 
Acute toxicity - gases 1, 2, 3, 4 
Acute toxicity - vapours 1, 2, 3, 4 
Acute toxicity - dusts and mists 1, 2, 3, 4 
Skin corrosion/irritation 1, 2 
Serious eye damage/irritation 1, 2A, 2B 
Respiratory or skin sensitization 1 
Germ cell mutagenicity 1A, 1B, 2 
Carcinogenicity 1A, 1B, 2 
Reproductive toxicity 1A, 1B, 2 
Specific target organ toxicity (repeated exposure) 1, 2 
Specific target organ toxicity (single exposure) Under discussion 
Aspiration hazard 1 

The guidance is available at 
http://jsda.org/w/01_katud/jsda/JSDA_GHS_guidance2011_E.pdf. 
 
In addition, JSDA developed a GHS brochure for consumers, and is 
posting it on 
http://jsda.org/w/01_katud/jsda/JSDA_ghs_laflet100225.pdf  

7 Learning outcomes JSDA’s pilot program for the GHS implementation started from January 
2011 for hand dishwashing liquids, chlorine bleaches, chlorine cleaners 
and acid cleaners.  Currently most of the products in these product 
categories utilize GHS compliant labels, including the standardized 
label elements (signal words, hazard statements and symbols).  To 
date, manufactures have received only a small number of inquiries on 
the labels from consumers. 
 
Key items learned from this exercise so far include: 
1.  It is important to carefully consider which of the available GHS 
Building Blocks are relevant and actionable to the target audience of 
the consumer sector; not all of them are. 
2.  Labelling according to the provisions of Annex 5 of the GHS is 
possible for a variety of different companies, with different levels of 
resources, by following the JSDA Guidance. 
3.  Consumers seem to be accepting of the kind of labelling resulting 
from the application of the JSDA Guidance to these product categories; 
future investigation will be undertaken to confirm this. 
4.  Industry [engagement/leadership] in this GHS implementation 
program facilitated the pace of implementation and was a significant 

http://jsda.org/w/01_katud/jsda/JSDA_GHS_guidance2011_E.pdf
http://jsda.org/w/01_katud/jsda/JSDA_ghs_laflet100225.pdf
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factor in arriving at a practical and protective approach. 

 



 

APEC CD11, Kazan, May 2012 
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Case Study Title:  Implementation of GHS in consumer products 

 

1 Aim To check how consumers perceive GHS labelling on consumer products 

2 Summary of 
relevant hazard 
classification and 
communication 
systems prior to 
achieving the aim 

The Japan Soap and Detergent Association (JSDA) developed a GHS 
guidance document for consumer cleaning products, such as laundry 
detergents, laundry bleach, dishwashing detergent.  
 
The Building Blocks implemented include human health hazard classes 
and communication, i.e. labelling, with the need for communication 
decided on the basis of the likelihood of injury (risk-based labelling)  as 
described in Annex 5 of the GHS official text.  The applied health 
hazard classes and categories are: 
 
Table  Health hazard classes and categories applied 

Hazard class Category 

Acute toxicity - oral 1, 2, 3, 4 

Acute toxicity - dermal 1, 2, 3, 4 

Acute toxicity - gases 1, 2, 3, 4 

Acute toxicity - vapours 1, 2, 3, 4 

Acute toxicity - dusts and mists 1, 2, 3, 4 

Skin corrosion/irritation 1, 2 

Serious eye damage/irritation 1, 2A, 2B 

Respiratory or skin sensitization 1 

Germ cell mutagenicity 1A, 1B, 2 

Carcinogenicity 1A, 1B, 2 

Reproductive toxicity 1A, 1B, 2 

Specific target organ toxicity (repeated exposure) 1, 2 

Specific target organ toxicity (single exposure) Under discussion 

Aspiration hazard 1 

The guidance is available at 
http://jsda.org/w/01_katud/jsda/JSDA_GHS_guidance2011_E.pdf. 

3 Any identified 
overlaps with other 
chemical sectors 

No 

4 Identification of 
issues 

JSDA’s pilot program for the GHS implementation started from January 
2011 in hand dishwashing liquids, chlorine bleaches, chlorine cleaners 
and acid cleaners.  Currently most of the products in these product 
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categories utilize GHS compliant labels, including the standardized 
label elements (signal words, hazard statements and symbols).  To 
date, manufactures have received quite a small number of inquiries on 
the labels from consumers, i.e. just 50 inquiries in about 100 millions 
of bottles . 

5 All potential 
solutions considered 
(including pros and 
cons of each 
solution) 

In the near future, JSDA plans to conduct a consumer survey to identify 
consumers’ acceptance of GHS, such as how consumers perceive the 
GHS labels on consumer products, if consumers perceive GHS as 
useful, etc. 

6 Final solution 
implemented 
Reasons for 
choosing the 
implemented 
solution 

To be decided.  JSDA would consider what label information is really 
necessary for consumers based on the survey above, and would 
develop a final solution or next steps. 
 

7 Learning outcomes Not available at this time 

 


